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The Scourge of the Net: SPAM
Posted on June 1, 2002 by Editor
By Jesse Snyder <snyderjw@pacificu.edu>
BS, Computer Science, Pacific University
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Introduction (back to index)
You wake up. You take start the coffee, and take a shower. You get out, grab some breakfast
and check your e-mail. What did you get today? A letter from Mom? Some urgent message
from work?
Free mp3 Player John Get Your Free MP3 Player
Speed Accelerator Get 100% more speed and efficiency out of you…
Best Diet Samples! FreeSamples: 7 Day Trimlife Sample
Rich C 12 CDs. You bet. See membership details.
Matt Robinson been burned like me?
financial­freedom@th… The Best Kept Investment Secret In America
Daily Ripple Need Cash Fast???
Vacation Giveaways Hxqqy6 Register now for GIVEAWAY VACATIONS!
Free Redemption Get your free credit report online!
jen Re: It’s true…… …
FreeSampleCenter FreeMOTOROLA Cellphone – comes with FreeAcces…
Money Maker Make Money With Your Own OverstockStore!
… and that is just the beginning. Now you must sort through your inbox, throwing away e-mail
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you didn’t ask for and waste valuable time. Some of this junk is even made to look like it has
been sent from people you know.
Unless you’ve been living in a virtual cave the past 5 years, the chances are you’ve experienced
the bane of Internet, “SPAM,” or “junk e-mail.” SPAM is nothing more than random, unsolicited
email. SPAMing is a form of net abuse. <http://www.cybernothing.org/faqs/net-abuse-faq.html>
In the physical world, junk mail is kept to a minimum since someone has to pay for postage on
every piece of mail that gets sent out. However, with nearly unlimited online resources,
companies can send an almost infinite amount of advertisements. The stink of it, is that the
sender has to pay relatively little to send out SPAM. The infrastructure absorbs most of the cost
of sending SPAM out, which is most likely your ISP. This drives up your cost to use the Net. In a
way, every piece of SPAM you get (and every other piece of SPAM you don’t get) costs you
something.
While SPAM is a monster that is probably impossible to kill, there are some preventative
measures we can take to stop the filling of our inboxes with schemes on getting rich, free
diplomas, weight loss plans and pornography.
Prevention First (back to index)
First off, if you’ve never received a piece of SPAM, consider yourself lucky. I just recently opened
a new email account and didn’t check it for a while. When I finally did check it, about a week
later, I had already accumulated 10 pieces of SPAM. That’s really not too bad. Compare that
figure with the amount of SPAM I get in my Hotmail account I’ve have for about 6 years. On a
“good” day, I’ll get well over 40 pieces of junk e-mail. I spend at least 15 minutes a day, sorting
out SPAM from e-mail from family members, friends, and work. I’m sure people who get many
more unsolicited emails than I do. Take for example, the SPAM horror story of “Nadine.”
<http://www.honet.com/Nadine/>
At one point in my online endeavors, I signed up for some Auction service that has since gone
bankrupt. One thing companies like to do cover their loss when they go bankrupt is sell their e-
mail databases. No doubt, my email was on that list, and that list has been passed around the
Net to would be SPAMers for years. The lesson learned? Never sign up for anything with your
primary email account.
You might be asking yourself, “But I only have one email account… what should I do?” The
answer is simple; get multiple email accounts. Check out the Free Email Providers Guide
<http://www.fepg.net/providers.html> for a listing of most free email services. The best part
about these web based email services, is that you can check your email from just about
anywhere that has an Internet connection. You can use this “SPAM account” when you have to
sign up for anything online. If it gets over SPAMed, you can always abandon ship and get a new
one.
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Failing companies aren’t the only way SPAMers can get your email address. Some companies
actually make money from selling your address to others. If you sign up for anything online that
requires your email address, read the EULA (End User License Agreement) or other legal
documentation that comes with the service. I can’t stress this enough. If they hint at selling your
email, or that your email is not completely private, steer clear of it. The sad part is, some places
will still state that your email address is confidential, and sell it off anyway. Be very cautious and
always use an alternate account. I can’t say this enough times.
Then we have email harvesters, or software that combs the web for any email addresses and
stores them in a database. If you put your email address on the web, it’s entirely possible it has
already been picked up. Lets not forget the Usenet. Ever posted a message on the Usenet?
Odd are your email address is stored on a SPAM machine somewhere.
In any event, don’t let it get to you. We’ll cover how to get rid of SPAM in a second. For now,
sign up for a free email account and use it for everything other than friends, family and work.
Prevention is always the best medicine.
Let the SPAMing Begin (back to index)
Okay, so maybe you’re in the same boat as me, and it’s too late; the SPAMing has already
begun. What steps can you take to make it stop? Be prepared for a long, uphill battle. Why do I
say this? If you’re in as deep as me, it’s virtually impossible to stop the SPAM short of getting a
new email account. However, getting a new account means telling everyone you know about
your new address and changing every reference you’ve made to your email on various websites.
Changing email accounts, especially one you’ve had for awhile is a lot more work one might
think.
Any email client worth it’s salt, even Hotmail, has some kind of junk mail filtering function. Even
local email clients (clients that run on your machine as software), such as Outlook and Eudora
have junk mail filters. (In Outlook, it’s under Tools, then Junk Mail filter.
<http://www.macinstruct.com/tutorials/junk/> has more in-depth info on this) However, this is
more of a defensive measure, and by using any kind of filter, it’s possible you are throwing away
mail you should be getting. On top of this, in my experience at least, these filters have been
mostly ineffective. I have mine jacked up to nearly the highest filtering setting, and I still receive
40 SPAMs a day.
In addition to blockage from your email software, you can download or purchase junk mail filters
(usually in the form of plug-ins) that work with your for the most part have had mixed reviews.
So what other options are there? I always say the best defense is a good offense. This is true
with SPAM. One way to combat SPAM is to unsubscribe to every single piece of junk email that
you get. However, this was the “impossible” battle I was speaking of earlier. If you get as much
SPAM as I do, you could spend all day and night unsubscribing and still get SPAM. In fact, you
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might even get more.
I tried the unsubscribing tactic. I was only getting around 20 or so SPAMs a day. I decided I
would unsubscribe from all the SPAM I was getting. However, I could only unsubscribe to about
70% of the emails I was getting. I jumped though the hoops, but still got mail from the SPAMers.
In addition, some SPAM didn’t have an unsubscribe option.
You think that is bad? Some SPAMers take unsubscribing as a sign that someone is actually
looking at the mail they’ve been sending. You may think you’re unsubscribing, but really, you’re
signing yourself up for even more email. It’s just plain silly, illegal, and extremely frustrating.
My advice? If you are getting only a small amount of SPAM, I would go ahead and unsubscribe.
Most of my experience with friends, family, and co-workers has been that unsubscibing generally
works, however, if you are receiving a lot of SPAM, you might be wasting your time. The
SPAMage shouldn’t be that bad if you have an alternate email account. You signed up for that
alternate account, right?
If You Are Serious… (back to index)
If all your options have been exhausted, and your back is against the wall, the next step is to
start reporting SPAMers to websites like <http://www.spamcop.net>. This website is great for
keeping track of SPAMers and deterring them from send out their hordes of e-junk. I suggest
you check this site out if you’ve been getting a lot of SPAM, as it will really be worth your time.
Another great website is <http://www.stopspam.org/>. This site also has SPAM tracking and
reporting, along with a whole slough of resources regarding SPAM.
The last step you may have to take is some form of legal action. There have been a number of
cases of legal action taken against SPAMers. These are mostly limited to companies, usually
large companies like AOL. However, if you are business that relies on it’s email or bandwidth to
generate income (such as an e-shop) you might have a case. For example, take the case of
America Online, Inc. vs. Cyber Promotions, Inc.
<http://www.epic.org/free_speech/cyberp_v_aol.html> It was ruled in a Pennsylvania District
court that “The Court declares that Cyber Promotions, Inc. does not have a right under the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution or under the Constitutions of Pennsylvania and
Virginia to send unsolicited e-mail advertisements over the Internet to members of America
Online, Inc. and, as a result, America Online, Inc. may block any attempts by Cyber Promotions,
Inc. to do so.” There are a number of other similar cases that have been won against SPAMers.
It’s good to know that in some regard, the government can help with this online scourge if
necessary.
Conclusion (back to index)
SPAMing is the most annoying thing to ever hit the Net. As the SPAMers technology gets better,
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and as SPAMers figure out how to get around filters better, things will only get worse for us. I see
SPAM as a kind of e-terrorism. By receiving SPAM, some of our basic rights have been violated.
Imagine a Child who checks his or her email and receives a SPAM containing pornography.
What is the SPAMer really accomplishing? SPAMers even use illegal tactics to spread their
messages. Lucky for us, we can fight SPAM in a number of ways. The war isn’t hopeless.
Let me finish by addressing the SPAMers. SPAMers- you are doing nothing but making the Net
worse for everyone. You can’t possibly be making money from your schemes. Even if one
person in a million so much as looks at your SPAM, was it really worth it? As a whole, you are
ruining our ability to check our email, which is the most basic action any net user can take. By
filling it with hundreds of advertisements a day, not only do you make us hate what you are
hawking, but you also make the vehicle with which you expect us to read your advertisements
impossible to use. You are shooting yourself in the foot, while at the same time shooting the rest
of us in the head.
Jesse Snyder can be reached at <snyderjw@pacificu.edu>
SPAM™ is a registered trademark of Hormel Foods.
This entry was posted in Uncategorized by Editor. Bookmark the permalink
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konannavi.org
on January 29, 2014 at 3:00 PM said:
I’ve been surfing on-line more than three hours lately, yet I by no means
found any interesting article like yours.
It is pretty worth sufficient for me. In my view, if all site owners and bloggers made
excellent
content as you probably did, the internet can be much more useful than
ever before.
best metal detector
on January 30, 2014 at 8:10 AM said:
This is a good tip particularly to those new to the blogosphere.
Simple but very precise information… Appreciate your sharing
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this one. A must read post!
raspberry ketones side effects reviews
on January 31, 2014 at 11:46 PM said:
Thank you for the auspicious writeup. It in fact was a amusement account it.
Look advanced to more added agreeable from you! However, how could we
communicate?
rowing machine reviews
on February 1, 2014 at 10:43 AM said:
I visited many websites except the audio feature for audio songs existing at this web site
is in fact superb.
video baby monitor reviews
on February 3, 2014 at 4:02 AM said:
Magnificent beat ! I would like to apprentice whilst you amend your site, how can i
subscribe for a blog site?
The account helped me a applicable deal. I were tiny bit acquainted of this your
broadcast provided shiny clear
concept
green vibrance detox
on February 3, 2014 at 2:19 PM said:
Hello There. I found your blog using msn. This is an extremely well written article.
I’ll make sure to bookmark it and return to read
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more of your useful information. Thanks for the post.
I’ll certainly return.
natural colon cleanse
on February 3, 2014 at 3:38 PM said:
The other day, while I was at work, my sister stole my
iphone and tested to see if it can survive a thirty foot drop,
just so she can be a youtube sensation. My iPad is now broken and she
has 83 views. I know this is totally off topic but I had to share it with someone!
anti aging skin cream
on February 3, 2014 at 6:26 PM said:
I’m not that much of a online reader to be honest but
your sites really nice, keep it up! I’ll go ahead and
bookmark your site to come back later. All the best
band saw reviews
on February 3, 2014 at 6:43 PM said:
you are truly a good webmaster. The web site loading pace is amazing.
It sort of feels that you’re doing any distinctive trick.
Also, The contents are masterpiece. you’ve done a excellent activity on this subject!
table saw reviews
on February 3, 2014 at 6:46 PM said:
I was able to find good information from your blog posts.
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best home gym
on February 3, 2014 at 6:47 PM said:
I’m impressed, I must say. Rarely do I come across a blog that’s both educative and
entertaining, and let me tell you, you have hit the nail on the head.
The issue is an issue that too few people are speaking intelligently about.
I’m very happy that I came across this during my hunt for something concerning this.
best green coffee beans
on February 3, 2014 at 7:21 PM said:
If you are going for best contents like I do, only pay a visit
this web site everyday since it gives feature contents, thanks
best induction cooktop
on February 3, 2014 at 7:23 PM said:
What’s Going down i’m new to this, I stumbled upon this I’ve discovered It positively
helpful and
it has aided me out loads. I hope to give a contribution
& assist other users like its helped me. Good job.
best supplements for men
on February 3, 2014 at 8:09 PM said:
There is definately a lot to know about this issue.
I really like all of the points you have made.
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best shoes for crossfit
on February 3, 2014 at 8:19 PM said:
There is certainly a great deal to know about this subject.
I like all the points you’ve made.
infrared grill reviews
on February 3, 2014 at 9:02 PM said:
Oh my goodness! Incredible article dude! Thank you so much, However
I am having troubles with your RSS. I don’t understand the reason why
I cannot join it. Is there anybody else having similar RSS issues?
Anyone who knows the solution can you kindly respond? Thanks!!
best garment steamer
on February 3, 2014 at 9:54 PM said:
Tremendous issues here. I am very satisfied to see your article.
Thank you so much and I am looking forward to contact you.
Will you kindly drop me a e-mail?
best vacuum for hardwood floors
on February 3, 2014 at 11:16 PM said:
Do you mind if I quote a couple of your posts as long as I provide credit and sources
back to your weblog? My blog site is in the exact same area of
interest as yours and my visitors would genuinely benefit from a lot of the
information you present here. Please let me know if this ok with you.
Regards!
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best recumbent exercise bike
on February 3, 2014 at 11:19 PM said:
I visited various blogs except the audio feature for audio
songs present at this web page is in fact fabulous.
best pressure washer
on February 3, 2014 at 11:24 PM said:
Woah! I’m really enjoying the template/theme of this blog.
It’s simple, yet effective. A lot of times it’s difficult to get that “perfect balance” between
usability and visual appearance.
I must say that you’ve done a fantastic job with this.
Also, the blog loads super quick for me on Chrome. Exceptional Blog!
best jig saw
on February 3, 2014 at 11:27 PM said:
Hey I know this is off topic but I was wondering if you knew of any widgets I could
add to my blog that automatically tweet my newest twitter updates.
I’ve been looking for a plug-in like this for quite some time and was
hoping maybe you would have some experience with something like this.
Please let me know if you run into anything. I truly
enjoy reading your blog and I look forward to your new updates.
garbage disposal reviews
on February 3, 2014 at 11:51 PM said:
Wow, this paragraph is nice, my younger sister is analyzing such things,
thus I am going to tell her.
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best rifle scope
on February 4, 2014 at 1:16 AM said:
I like the helpful information you provide in your
articles. I will bookmark your weblog and check again here regularly.
I am quite sure I will learn many new stuff right here!
Best of luck for the next!
folding bike reviews
on February 4, 2014 at 1:55 AM said:
Very rapidly this web site will be famous amid all blogging visitors, due to it’s
good articles
best electric tea kettle
on February 4, 2014 at 3:32 AM said:
This design is spectacular! You most certainly know
how to keep a reader entertained. Between your wit and
your videos, I was almost moved to start my own blog
(well, almost…HaHa!) Wonderful job. I really loved what you had to say, and more than
that,
how you presented it. Too cool!
best vacuum sealer
on February 4, 2014 at 3:44 AM said:
Every weekend i used to visit this web site, because i wish for enjoyment, for the reason
that this this web page conations really pleasant funny stuff too.
pure raspberry ketones
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on February 4, 2014 at 3:10 PM said:
Every weekend i used to visit this website, for the reason
that i wish for enjoyment, since this this web page conations actually pleasant funny data
too.
natural pure Cleanse
on February 5, 2014 at 7:20 AM said:
Awesome! Its in fact remarkable post, I have got much
clear idea on the topic of from this post.
aloe vera water
on February 5, 2014 at 8:17 AM said:
Hi there, yeah this paragraph is truly good and I have learned lot of things from it
regarding blogging.
thanks.
free ways to make how to get money fast at home
on February 5, 2014 at 9:16 AM said:
One of the best tools to determine whether your niche of choice is profitable or not is by
doing keyword research. Potential customers appreciate the advice and
information that is provided in ebooks. One of
the other easy ways to make money fast, is creating your very own product.
skin care products
on February 5, 2014 at 11:31 AM said:
What i do not understood is actually how you’re no longer really much more smartly-liked
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than you
might be right now. You are so intelligent. You know thus considerably
in relation to this matter, produced me for my part
believe it from so many varied angles. Its like men and women aren’t involved unless it is
something to do
with Girl gaga! Your own stuffs nice. Always handle it up!
BUy GC180 XT
on February 5, 2014 at 2:02 PM said:
Hello there! Quick question that’s entirely off topic.
Do you know how to make your site mobile friendly?
My weblog looks weird when browsing from my apple iphone.
I’m trying to find a template or plugin that might be able to fix this problem.
If you have any recommendations, please share. Thanks!
natural colon cleanse
on February 5, 2014 at 3:58 PM said:
Thanks for finally talking about > The Scourge of the Net: SPAM |
Interface < Loved it!
Raspberry ketone Diet
on February 5, 2014 at 5:18 PM said:
You’ve made some really good points there. I checked
on the web to learn more about the issue and found most individuals will go along with
your views on this site.
how to detox your body
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on February 5, 2014 at 10:08 PM said:
I’m really enjoying the design and layout of your website.
It’s a very easy on the eyes which makes it much more enjoyable for me to come here
and visit more often.
Did you hire out a designer to create your theme? Great
work!
weight training supplements
on February 5, 2014 at 10:29 PM said:
I loved as much as you will receive carried out right here.
The sketch is tasteful, your authored material stylish.
nonetheless, you command get got an edginess over that you wish be delivering the
following. unwell unquestionably come more formerly again
as exactly the same nearly a lot often inside case you
shield this increase.
natural colon cleanse diet
on February 5, 2014 at 11:18 PM said:
Hello, I want to subscribe for this webpage to take hottest
updates, thus where can i do it please help.
ultimate raspberry ketone
on February 5, 2014 at 11:34 PM said:
Do you have a spam problem on this blog; I also
am a blogger, and I was wondering your situation; we have created some nice
procedures and we are looking to trade techniques with other folks, why not shoot me
an email if interested.
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Exercise supplements
on February 5, 2014 at 11:37 PM said:
Great web site you have got here.. It’s hard to find excellent writing like yours these
days.
I honestly appreciate individuals like you! Take care!!
http://wiki.londonsciencebuskers.co.uk
on February 6, 2014 at 2:10 AM said:
One of the best tools to determine whether your niche of choice is
profitable or not is by doing keyword research.
One of the easiest and fastest ways is to start out being an
affiliate marketer. While the name may sound a little fancy, this is something you can
easily learn and get better at with training and practice.
www.isulaw.Com
on February 6, 2014 at 2:10 AM said:
This is really interesting, You are an overly skilled
blogger. I’ve joined your rss feed and sit up for seeking more
of your magnificent post. Also, I’ve shared your website in
my social networks
weight management
on February 6, 2014 at 2:14 AM said:
Wow that was odd. I just wrote an incredibly long
comment but after I clicked submit my comment didn’t show up.
Grrrr… well I’m not writing all that over again.
Regardless, just wanted to say fantastic blog!
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Jeffery Tagata
on February 6, 2014 at 3:21 AM said:
All i am new here and have registered to learn a lot more about this topic.
gain muscle fast
on February 6, 2014 at 4:56 AM said:
We absolutely love your blog and find most of your post’s to be just what I’m looking for.
Does one offer guest writers to write content for you personally?
I wouldn’t mind writing a post or elaborating on many of the subjects you write about
here. Again, awesome website!
